
national NADFAS project has
recently been started, working
with Parks and Gardens UK to
expand their website database.

Historic cemeteries are regarded as ‘urban
green spaces’ and are therefore included
in this project. BDFAS was invited to
contribute to the entry on Key Hill Ceme-
tery in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter, a
challenge which was enthusiastically
taken up, and a team of Heritage Volunteer
researchers, led by Judith Al-Seffar, was
quickly assembled.

The existing Key Hill entry on the P&GUK
website gives details of the history, design and
layout of the cemetery but not of the eminent
citizens of Birmingham buried there. As this is a
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Alfred Bird of custard powder fame; Thomas
Avery, designer and manufacturer of weighing
scales and Joseph Gillott who industrialised the
manufacture of pen nibs. All developed very
successful businesses with trade worldwide.
Charles Edge, the architect of the cemetery and
one of its founders, is also buried there. Others,
less well known today, are John Henderson,
who supplied the ironwork and constructed
Crystal Palace for the Great Exhibition of 1851;
Robert Lucas Chance II whose company
supplied the glass, and Abraham Follett Osler,
whose company designed and made the huge,
elaborate central fountain for the Crystal Palace
exhibition. These three Birmingham industrial-
ists were instrumental in the creation of Crystal
Palace but their names and biographies were
not previously listed on the P&GUK database. 

The P&GUK project is open ended as more
historic sites are identified as being suitable for
inclusion. More NADFAS Heritage Volunteers
are being recruited to contribute, by
investigating their local sites, and more groups
are being set up around the country.

Non-Conformist cemetery, it holds the remains
of many individuals who came to the new city
of Birmingham, where they were not restricted
by existing hierarchies. Some of their names
became synonymous with major industrial
enterprises. The Friends of the cemetery had
already assembled an impressive archive
housed in the Pen Museum, which provided
BDFAS volunteers with a wonderful assortment
of articles from which to extract pertinent data.
This is being condensed into a relevant format
for the P&GUK website. The cemetery archive is
also being indexed electronically and, when
completed, it will help to centralise information
telling the story of the early days of industrial
Birmingham, and its rise to world prominence
during the Victorian era as the UK’s second city. 
Notables buried in Key Hill Cemetery include
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Stephanie Faroqui (left) BDFAS and Key Hill volunteers at work in the Pen Museum
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Brian Gamble, Assistant Director of Culture
at Birmingham City Council, has kindly
agreed to talk to us before our lecture on
Wednesday, 9th March, about the new
library (where we hope to hold BDFAS
lectures once it is completed). His talk will
start at 10.30am so we urge everybody to
arrive half an hour earlier than usual that
day. Please also note that the scheduled
lecture: ‘How to look at art’ might run a
little late as a result – so you should bear this
in mind when feeding your parking meter or
making lunch arrangements. 

Just over half of our members (58%)
responded to the questionnaire sent to
the Membership in May 2010. The
Committee wanted to establish the level
of interest in the newsletter and the
website. Of those who responded, 25%
did not have access to the internet and
50% of the people with access did not
want to read the newsletter on the
website.

It has been agreed that one newsletter will be
produced each year in addition, of course, to

the Membership Book and Programme which
you receive in July/August.

If you have internet access, please try to make
regular visits to our website as it is a very
convenient way to keep up to date on all
aspects of the society. It is also an ideal way for
your Committee to let you know of any last
minute changes or additions to our programme. 

We shall strive to keep the website as up-to-
date as possible, although it is not yet possible
to make very frequent changes.  

Website/newsletter questionnaire





Affiliate Membership

Patricia E. Burcher
Joined BDFAS in 2007

A teacher of mathematics up to university entry level for
forty years, Patricia has a strong interest in all the arts
and is a supporter of the performing arts in Birmingham.
Her volunteering work for BDFAS has included working
on the silver for the Matthew Boulton exhibition and the
collections of documents held by the Special Collections
library at the University of Birmingham. 

Sarah Bond
Joined BDFAS in 2010 

I had been fascinated by BDFAS ever since my mother-
in-law Maime Crabtree was a member years ago, so
when I had the chance to be on the waiting list I leapt
at it – but had to put off joining for a while as by then
I was running Bondsbooks in Harborne High Street. I
love the lectures, days out and study days and am
really excited by the arts scene in Birmingham – the
MAC, BMAG, BRB, Hippodrome, Ikon and so much
much more . . .

New Members of the 
BDFAS Committee 2010-2011

Affiliate membership is the perfect package for people who may not have
the opportunity or the time to commit to full membership but who would
like to support NADFAS and take advantage of some of the benefits it
offers. It is also ideal for individuals currently on the BDFAS waiting list
who would like some involvement while waiting for full membership.

Affiliate Members are able to become volunteers and they also receive
the NADFAS Review, a quarterly magazine. They are not, however,
entitled to attend the monthly lectures. 

The cost of Affiliate Membership is £10.00 per year.

In 2009 BDFAS supported the
‘SHED’ project, an after-school club
where where 11-16 year olds can
learn skills in creative multi-media.
‘SHED’ reaches young people who
would not normally have the
chance to access such facilities. 

We are now supporting a similar
programme aimed at 16 to 25 year
olds who are not in education,
employment or training (NEET) and
who are based in Birmingham’s
Ladywood area, which is recog-
nised as one of the most deprived
areas in Britain. This Arts Award
training programme is run by
Performances Birmingham Limited
and allows young people with
limited life-opportunities to access
facilities, learn new skills, gain a

qualification and meet others in a
safe, creative and constructive
environment. 

The training will take place over a
period of approximately four
months and will include a Town
Hall/Symphony Hall (THSH) out-
reach session in the Ladywood
constituency, with THSH artists
working directly with the young
people in their community groups.
There will also be a programme of
18 sessions in the Patrick Music &
Multimedia Studio at Symphony
Hall which will include a drop-in
session for independent work. In
addition, there will be the oppor-
tunity to attend a Master Class
following the Arts Award training
programme.  

Young Arts project for 2011

A congratulatory message 
Barbara Hyde, West Midlands Area Committee
Chairman writes to BDFAS on its 20th Anniversary

As your Area Chairman I had
the pleasure of attending your
20th anniversary celebrations
as a guest. Birmingham DFAS
has had a history of success
during its first 20 years and it
is an enormous pleasure to
work with you all.

As you will know, Birmingham
DFAS is a member of the NADFAS
West Midlands Area, along with
fourteen other DFASs. This Area
stretches from North Powys in the
West to North Staffs in the North,
Stratford upon Avon in the South
and Rugby in the East and the
members total 4,800. 

The Area Team offers support to
each of these societies in the West
Midlands, organising Spring and
Autumn Area meetings with
society chairmen and committee
members – a forum to disseminate
NADFAS policy and to voice ideas
and concerns, as well as being a
general get-together. The Area
Team also gives support through
educational events, our new train-
ing and discussion programme, and
the co-ordination of Church
Recording, Young Arts, Heritage
Volunteers and Church Trails. 

I represent our local societies on
the National Advisory Council,
raising matters of policy on your
behalf. The Area Chairmen’s
Forum meets three times a year
and is an opportunity to share
problems and successes through-
out all 18 NADFAS Areas. 

If you’d like more information
about NADFAS societies in the
West Midlands Area or about
events organised by the Area
Team, check out our website on
www.nadfas-wm.org.uk

Barbara Hyde

Sue Mason, formerly Secretary of BDFAS, is now the Area Young Arts Representative
for the West Midlands. Sue (second from left) is seen here with a young intern who
was receiving her certificate from Ann Sumner at the Barber Institute last July. This
project has been supported at local level (by BDFAS), nationally and now by the West
Midland Area. 

Congratulations to Sue Mason
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